Insert Practice details or paste onto practice paper
Dear Dr/Mr
Sickness Certification after Hospital Attendance

I have recently had a consultation with (name/CHI)…………... purely for the purpose of issuing a Med 3 “sickline”.

I would be grateful if you could remind your junior staff of national guidance about sickness certification. 

‘If a hospital doctor with clinical responsibility for the patient advises them to refrain from work it is appropriate for a member of the medical team to issue a Med 3 statement for this forward period. The hospital doctor must follow the rules for issuing a Med 3. 

The duty to provide a medical statement rests with the doctor who has clinical responsibility for the patient at the time. Hospitals are required to provide all statements for Social Security and Statutory Sick Pay purposes and statements for both inpatients and outpatients who are incapable of work.’
DWP have reminded hospital doctors of their responsibility to issue Med 3s in guidance which has been published on the DWP website and sent to Chief Executives of all NHS Trusts in England and Health Boards in Scotland and Wales. 

If there are any practical problems with this, such as lack of availability of Med3 forms on your wards, please contact your Clinical Director and they will endeavour to help sort this out. Should there be any further difficulties please contact the LMC at FVLMC.nhs.net.
Thank you for giving this your consideration.

Yours sincerely

…………………………………….

On behalf of (practice name)………..
Supported by Forth Valley LMC
